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“The legal system is so overwhelming.”

“The legal system is so overwhelming.
Having a better understanding of the ins and
outs of the process helped me feel less
intimidated and make better decisions.”
                                         -  legal support client

The Legal Support Counsellor helps women
understand the processes involved in family
law, custody, access, child support, spousal
support and division of assets.  FTP does not
provide legal advice or mediation services.

Navigating the complex la ws and
processes of family la w is o verwhelming
when a marriage or relationship ends.

It ’s ev en more complicated for an
abused woman who finds herself in
crisis, needing information and support
often without the resources to find
either .

The Legal Support Counsellor at F TP
pro vides her with a consistent, friendly
face of support, linking her with the
man y legal and social services she and
her children ma y need.

“It’s easy to feel intimidated,
confused or lost in a system that
is often slow to respond.  Myths
about family law abound,”
said Legal Support Counsellor K athleen
Hugli.

In some cases, an abuser creates the
myths and misinformation in an attempt
to continue controlling and manipulating
a partner .

“Abusers can work the system.  It ’s
crazy making, ” said one woman whose
husband’ s control of the family finances
and v ehicles left her and her children
str anded.

What abused women are
saying about legal support
services:

“After the Legal Support
Counsellor took me over to
the Court House, it was easier
to figure out where to go and get
the right paperwork. I could
manage on my own after that.”

“I didn’t know how to keep
my kids and me safe after we
left.   FTP helped us develop
safety plans and then came with
me to talk to the police.”

“He told me if I left, the
house would be his.  FTP
explained there’s a process for
dividing assets and connected me
with a lawyer.”

“Sole custody.  Joint
custody.  Access visits.   My
friends had so many opinions
about what I should do. The Legal
Support Counsellor explained
what each meant so that I could

decide for
myself.”


