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Summer week ends and calendars are  filled with
parties and impromptu get togethers.   Hot da ys signal
cold drinks, including cocktails, beer , coolers and other
alcohol.

The National Violence Against W omen Surv ey found that alcohol is a
prominent factor in wife assault.  In one-half of all violent partnerships, the
abuser w as usually drinking.

Alcohol is neither a cause nor ex cuse for violence or abuse.  As we know ,
not all abuse in volv es alcohol and not all drinking leads to abuse.  Howev er,
research shows the risk of violence is six times greater if a partner consumed
fiv e or more drinks at one time.  Y outh are sev en times more lik ely to engage
in sexual activit y when drinking is in volv ed.

“Alcohol interfers with our perception of realit y and our abilit y to mak e
good decisions, ” said Gennette P arn, F TP’s Violence Prev ention Coordinator .

Teens need to know that if their date is drunk or stoned when he/she sa ys
“y es” to sex, his/her judgment can be impaired.  They ma y regret sa ying
“y es” when they sober up , she added.  In fact, most reported r apes and
sexual assaults happen when one or both of the people ha ve been drinking.

When parents see drinking and fun glamoriz ed in the media, parents should

Orangeville Chief Rod Freeman and
FTP supporter Tony Dutra joined
200 community members at FTP’s
20th Anniversary Open House &
BBQ.  Thanks to  Dairy Queen,
Dufferin Safety, Orangeville Police
Services (Community Service Van &
Cst. Scott Davis) and Woolwich
Dairy for their contributions to our
Open House celebration!

Four children had
the thrill of a lifetime
during a 24 hour
whirlwind trip to
Disney World.  The
trip is offered
annually by Air
Canada volunteers.
An FTP shelter
counsellor led the fun
for the FTP
mouseketeers.

Kids join “Dreams Take Flight”

20 years of
community support

Make summer fun
violence free

seize the opportunit y to
talk to their teens and
help them think about
the risks in volv ed with
mixing alcohol and fun.

Talk with them about
ways to ha ve fun and
sta y safe this summer .

For tips on talking to your teens about alcohol,
dating  and safe summer fun, call us at
519-941-4357 or 800-265-9178 ext. 226.


